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2022 Soil & Water 
Conservation Achievements

Judi Brown, Executive Director
The 77th year of serving Dubois County landowners is 

in the books! The Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) has completed another year of successfully ac-
complishing our conservation goals.

Throughout 2022, we still felt the effects of the pandemic. 
As a result, our Annual Meeting early in the year was a 
“hybrid” meeting. We were in person at the Ferdinand 
Community Center but used Zoom technology to allow 
people to join us from the safety of their homes. While 
there are benefits to meeting in person, we’ve learned 
that a bonus of virtual meetings and trainings is the cost 
savings of not having to travel to other parts of the state. 
It also allows us the opportunity to have speakers from 
anywhere across the country speaking from their own 
home or office. In 2022, the SWCD worked with the 
Indiana Conservation Cropping Systems Initiative staff 
to plan a virtual workshop series for Agriculture Lenders. 

German American Bank staff will be the pilot group for this 
series, which will then be available to others across the state.
A 2022 achievement for the Soil and Water Conservation District 

was our purchase of a Great Plains No-till Seeder. The seeder is avail-
able for landowners to rent. It is lighter than a traditional no-till drill 

and allows more flexibility to re-seed pastures and smaller areas. 
It is equipped with a main and small seed box. To get good seed 
to soil contact, the area to be planted should not have a lot of 
residue or other growing plants. Duane Hopf, SWCD Associate 
Supervisor, demonstrated how to use the seeder for the staff, so 
they are available to answer questions about it’s use. More infor-

mation about the seeder, and all SWCD equipment, is available 
on the SWCD webpage: www.duboisswcd.org.
Moving out of the pandemic meant that the SWCD moved back 

to more traditional, in-person events.

(Continued on page 2)
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The office was once again fully staffed, and staff was seen at 
display booths around the county, and they also participated 
in many field events, workshops, and classroom presentations. 
The SWCD office is housed in the USDA Service Center, in 
Jasper. Space is shared between federal, state, and county staff, 
all working together for common goals of natural resource 
conservation.

The SWCD staff are largely funded by Dubois County 
Government, and are Judi Brown, Executive Director, Jes-
sica Condra, Administrative Assistant, Justin Bary, Resource 
Specialist, and Melissa Ruschau, Resource Specialist. All four 
staff members have specific roles and provide service to the 
county landowners in different manners. The final SWCD staff 
member is Emily Finch, Invasive Species Specialist, funded 
through a Clean Water Indiana grant. The federal presence 
is the USDA Natural Conservation Service (NRCS) District 
Conservationist. In 2022, the District Conservationists were 
“acting”, as Dubois County does not have a full-time Con-
servationist stationed in the office. Early in 2022, Larencia 
Williams served the county customers, and when her detail 
ended, Samantha Dame stepped in and covered the end of 2022. 
The SWCD is looking forward to welcoming a new District 
Conservationist in 2023. In the meantime, Pike County District 
Conservationist Emily Kelly, as well as Samantha Dame will 
have weekly office hours. Their hours will vary; call the office 
to schedule an appointment. Rounding out the conservation 
staff is Andrea Gogel, Resource Specialist with the Indiana 

State Department 
of Agriculture. 
2022 also saw the 
completion of the 
Lower East Fork 
White River grant 
project, completed 
by Julie Loehr, Wa-
tershed Specialist.

T h e  D u b oi s 
County SWCD 
is a subdivision 
of Indiana state 
government and 
plays a role in the 
Indiana Conser-
vation Partner-
ship, eight Indiana 
agencies and or-
ganizations who 
share a common 
goal of promot-
ing conservation. 
To fulfill its role, 
the Dubois County 
SWCD partners with 
local government agencies, citizens’ groups, and individuals. 
SWCD leadership is provided by a board of five residents 

called Supervisors. In 2022, the Supervisors were Brenda 
Sermersheim, Glenn Goeppner, Pat Eckerle, and Andy Helm-
ing. Glenn Menke’s term as Supervisor ended, and Arlene 

Fleck joined the board of Supervisors early in 2022. Brenda 
Sermersheim served as Chair of the SWCD Supervisors, and 
Glenn Goeppner as Vice Chair.

Our landowners are our partners in conservation success! 
The conservation practices constructed on the land by the 
landowners decrease soil erosion, improve water quality, 
and improve the soil health on the acres involved. Other 
benefits of these improvements are the addition of cash 
flow to the local economy through the hiring of contractors 
and the purchase of materials. At the end of the day, these 
improvements will improve the farmland, help provide food 
and fiber for county residents, and through the taxes paid by 
the landowner, help the bottom line for the governmental 
entities in Dubois County.

The SWCD serves as a primary source of conservation 
information for the residents of Dubois County, through 
technical and financial assistance, as well as passing con-
servation information on to the landowners. The financial 
assistance comes via grants written by SWCD staff, or through 
the USDA Farm Bill programs. While there are never enough 
funds available to meet the conservation needs, having a 
fully staffed office allows the SWCD to offer high quality 
programming and assistance to the public. One major out-
reach method utilized by the SWCD office is the VUJC Land 
Stewardship Initiative (LSI). We use innovative practices on 
the crop land, and in fall of 2022 hosted a field event to look 
at the effect of the cover crop biomass on the soil.

Another major source of assistance to the community 
is through the SWCD Invasive Species Specialist, Emily 

(Continued from page 1)

2022 SWCD Achievments

The Dubois County SWCD focused on Noxious Weed education during the 2022 4-H Fair.

Adjusting to new normal, the 2022 SWCD annual meeting was hybrid, offering both in person 
and virtual attendance.

(Continued on page 3)
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Multi-Resource Management, Inc.

multiresourcemgmt@gmail.com
www.mrmforestry.com

Anthony Mercer
Professional Forester

Doug Brown, ACF
Professional Forester

Doug Brown:  812-639-9724
Anthony Mercer: 217-374-2826

Agronomic Products / Services

Jasper, Indiana

(812) 482-5101

BETZ FAMILY FARMS LLC 
Charles Betz 

389-2099 
 

General Hauling, including 
BULK and BAG FEED 

LIVESTOCK, ROCK, LIME 

812-389-2099

BETZ TRANSIT LLC

General Hauling Including
BULK and BAG FEED

ROCK and LIME

CAVE QUARRIES, Inc. 
 

Quality Stone & Agricultural Lime 
 

Plant Location: 1156 N 425 W, Paoli IN  47454 
Jasper Retail Yard: 935 South Newton St. 

 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 91 
  Jasper IN  47547-0091 
 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
(812) 482-4955 

JASPER    •    812-482-5341
LPGas.net

812-326-2601
FEED & GRAIN EQUIPMENT

BADGER  -  D.M.C.  -  CALUMET
JAMESWAY

VAN DALE  -  STARLINE  -  SUKUP
BALZER  -  VAL-METAL

ROTO-MIX

REINKE FARM SUPPLY

FEED & GRAIN EQUIPMENT 
BADGER - D.M.C. - CALUMET 

JAMESWAY 
VAN DALE - STARLINE - SUKUP - G.S.I. 

BALZER - VAL-METAL 
ROTO-MIX 

REINKE FARM SUPPLY 
P. O. BOX 792 

DALE, INDIANA 

MAX REINKE-STEVE REINKE 
(812) 937-2084 

P.O. Box 792
Dale, IN

STEVE REINKE
(812) 937-2084

2022 SWCD Achievments Finch. Emily provides technical as-
sistance and advice to landowners 
in their battles against invasive spe-
cies such as multi-flora rose, bush 
honeysuckle, and poison hemlock. 
Emily leads the local Cooperative 
Weed Management Area, called the 
Invasive Species Awareness Coalition 
of Dubois County, or ISAC. ISAC is a 
citizens group that meets bi-monthly 
and develops outreach programming 
for the county residents. ISAC is open 
to all residents! Check the SWCD 
webpage at www.duboisswcd.org for 
more information.

ISAC events in 2022 included a 
spring presentation at VUJC called 
Landscape Worthy Natives, as well 
as a summer prairie walk at the 
Parklands in Jasper, and an invasive 
species training session in conjunc-
tion with Southern Indiana Purdue 
Agricultural Ag Center. Other events 
completed by ISAC included a weed 
wrangle, and two workdays, one in 

Huntingburg and one in Ferdinand. 
Emily also works in conjunction with 
the Dubois County Weed Board and 
led a public awareness campaign 
about Poison Hemlock early in 2022.

As always for the past 77 years, 
conservation practices were accom-
plished by landowners throughout 
the county, assisted by the Conserva-
tion Partnership staff. These conser-
vation practices were accomplished 
through the Jasper USDA Service 
Center, utilizing a variety of fund-
ing sources:

Brush Management - 102.7 acres
Brush Management to Improve 

Wildlife Habitat - 124.7 acres
Comprehensive Nutrient Manage-

ment Plan - 1 (number)
Cover Crops - 1,088.99 acres
CRP Status Review/Re-enroll 

Checks - 113 Practices
Critical Area Planting - 1.4 acre
Filter Strips - 6.02 acres

(Continued from page 2)

Resource Specialist Melissa Ruschau engages with 3rd grade students at Northeast Dubois.(Continued on page 4)
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Forest Management Plan - 6 (number)
Forest (timber) Stand Improvement - 99.0 

acres
Grassed Waterways - 6.0 acre
Grassland Conservation Initiative - 213.6 

acres
Heavy Use Area Protection - 3,200 sq ft
Introduced Grasses and Legumes - 41.3 

acres
Pest Management - 84.5 acres
Prescribed Grazing - 16.8 acres
Livestock Watering Facility - 1 (number)
Livestock Pipeline - 760 feet
Native Grass Establishment - 2.5 acres
Nutrient Management - 144.1 acres
Residue and Tillage Management, No 

Till - 5.3 acres
SWPPP Reviews (stormwater plans) - 3 

(number)
Stormwater Site Visits - 34 (number)
Underground Outlet, and Tiling - 1,424 feet
Water and Sediment Control Basins - 12 

(number)
The SWCD staff and Supervisors are visible 

within the community, planning, hosting, and 
participating in a variety of events to provide 
information and technical advice to county 
landowners.

Events Hosted, Assisted With, and Par-
ticipated in:

Annual Dubois County Tillage Transect
Career Cruise, Jasper High School
Dubois County 4-H Project Judging
Dubois County 4-H Fair Display
Duck Race and Old Jasper Day Water 

Quality Info Booth
Envirothon, Regional and State
Ferdinand Folk Fest
Forestry Committee Fire Management 

Tour
Forestry Committee Fall Field Day
Home School Education Program at Jasper 

Library
Invasive Species Landowner Workshop
ISAC Prairie Walk
ISAC Weed Wrangles, Workdays
Jasper Home Expo
LSI Fall Soil Health Workshop
Memorial Hospital Earth Day Event
Patoka Lake Clean Up Day
Purdue Extension Food & Ag Day
Southwest Indiana Soil Health Expo
Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center For-

estry Short Course
Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center For-

estry Training
SW Indiana Agriculture Economic 

Summit

Tri-County Greener Pastures 
Field Day

Other SWCD Projects and 
Programs:

The SWCD provides a no-till 
drill, erosion control blanket sta-
plers, hand seeder, tile flags, and 
spinning jenny, at minimal or no 
cost to landowners for conserva-
tion uses.

Staff and Supervisors maintain 
contact with national, state, and 
local elected officials by attend-
ing and hosting events, including 
legislative breakfasts. In 2022, the 
SWCD hosted an Open House for 
County Officials.

The Urban/Small Farm Program 
has developed since the Pandemic. 
The SWCD is working with Purdue 
Extension, Indiana Association of 
Conservation Districts, and NRCS 
staff to begin programming in 
Dubois County.

SWCD Supervisors and Staff 
participate in training opportu-
nities to allow them to operate at 
their full potential.

Training and me etings 
attended:

Annual conference of Indiana 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Con-
servation Webinars, virtual

IASWCD and IDEA Region Meetings, 
virtual and in-person

IDEA Fall Conference
Required County, Federal training sessions
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Control 

Training
Soil Health Trainings
Organizations supported:
Dubois County Ag Advisory Board
Dubois County Weed Board
Four Rivers Forestry Committee
Indiana District Employee Association
Indiana Forest and Woodland Owners 

Association
Invasive Species Awareness Coalition of 

Dubois County
Jasper Stormwater Board
Lincoln Hills Forestry Committee
Lower East Fork White Watershed 

Committee
Patoka 2000, Jasper Chamber of Commerce
Patoka Lake Watershed Steering Committee
NRCS Southwest Soil Health Team
Rotary Club of Dubois County
Preparations for the next year typically 

begin at the end of the year. In 2022, the 
SWCD received a new Clean Water Indiana 

grant in Conjunction with the Orange and 
Washington County SWCDs. This grant 
begins in 2023 and includes cost-share funds 
to be used for livestock related practices, as 
well as invasive species and noxious weed 
control.

In the waning days of 2022, SWCD Ex-

ecutive Director Judi Brown announced that 
after 25 years, she is retiring and moving on 
to a new venture. The SWCD is conducting 
a search for a new Executive Director to 
continue to move the SWCD forward and 
offer conservation assistance to the residents 
of Dubois County.

2022 SWCD Achievments
(Continued from page 3)

Executive Director Judi Brown leads 4th graders from across the county in a pollinator exercise 
during Food & Ag day held at the Dubois County 4-H Fairgrounds

FSA Dates to Remember
As we start the journey into a new year, we wanted to remind everyone of some im-

portant deadline dates, for the Farm Service Agency (FSA), in 2023:
March 15 - 2023 ARC-PLC Election and Enrollment Deadline
May 31 - Final Date to Obtain Loans or Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP’s) on 2022 

Harvested Feed Grains and Soybeans
June 20 - Final Date to Submit a Prevented Planting Claim for Corn
July 5 - Final Date to Submit a Prevented Planting Claim for Soybeans
July 15 - Final Acreage Reporting Date for All Other Crops 
Ongoing - Signup for Continuous CRP 
Ongoing – Submit an Application for a Farm Storage Facility Loan
Continuous - Submit an Application for FSA Farm Loans
Continuous - Signup for FSA Text Alerts - Text INDubois to FSANOW (372-669)
Continuous – Sign up for GovDelivery Newsletters, Bulletins and Indiana Press Releases
If you have any questions about the above listed deadlines, or are curious about your 

program involvement, please contact the FSA office for additional information – 812-
482-5565 extension 2.

We look forward to working with you in 2023 – FSA
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Auto • Home • Farm • Business

Phone 812-367-1413
or Toll Free 888-440-1413

Fax 812-367-1432
www.FerdinandFarmersInsurance.com

email: ffinsurance@psci.net

1405 Main Street, P.O. Box 263
Ferdinand, IN  47532PH. 812-630-1174

Quality Products & Service
Since 1921

www.Ruxerford.com

Jasper
(812) 482-1200

JOHN’S TRACTOR 
SERVICE INC.

720 St. Meinrad Road
St. Meinrad, IN 47577

812-357-5323
www.johnstractorserviceinc.com

jtsinc@psci.net

Since 1953

Dubois County
Block & Brick Inc.

812-482-4444

2208 Newton Street • P.O. Box 310
Jasper, IN  47547-0310

Your complete garden center! 

WELP’S FARM and GREENHOUSE 
7907 E. State Road 64 

Birdseye IN  47513 
812 326-2709 

Lawn & Pasture Seeds 
Small Grain Seed 
Straw & Mulch 

Vegetable & Bedding 
Plants 

Perennials 
Fruit Trees 
Farm Toys 

Funeral Memorials We Carry Organic Sprays and Fertilizers

Lawn & Pasture Seeds
Cover Crop Seed

Straw & Mulch
Annuals & Perennials

Vegetable Plants
Farm Toys

Funeral Memorials

WELP’S 
FARM and GREENHOUSE
7907 E. State Road 64, Birdseye, IN 47513

812-326-2709

CLARENCE BETZ FARMS
General Agriculture Commodities

Hauling

Call: 812-639-0841 Cell Phone
812-389-2090 Home

2022 SWCD Achievments

Invasive Specialist Emily Finch discusses native alternatives to invasive plants during the 
Landscape Natives event held at the Vincennes University Jasper Campus CTIM building.

Mehling
Construction

812-631-3003

Thank You to those who 
support the 

Dubois County SWCD!
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Duane Hopf receives Local & State Conservation Awards

Dubois SWCD Board Chair Brenda Sermersheim presents Duane Hopf with 
the Friend of Conservation Award.

On Tuesday, February 1, 2022, Duane Hopf was 
presented with the Dubois County SWCD Friend of 
Conservation Award during the 76th Dubois County 
Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) Annual 
Meeting held at the Ferdinand Community Center 
Möbel Room.

Indiana Association of Soil & Water Conserva-
tion Districts (IASWCD) recognizes a corporate, 
nonprofit/government, and individual that have 
made an outstanding contribution to soil and water 
conservation in Indiana with the Friend of Conserva-
tion Award. This year the Dubois County Soil & Water 
Conservation District nominated Duane Hopf from 
Mill Creek Farms for the individual category, and it 
came as no surprise to those who know Hopf that he 
won! The award was presented on January 25, 2022 at 
the Indiana Association of Soil & Water Conservation 
Districts Annual Conference in Indianapolis.

Hopf is a fourth-generation farmer who has been 
farming full time since high school. Mill Creek Farms 
is a family operation that farms over 3,600 acres in 
Dubois & Pike counties. They grow an array of crops 
and raise beef cattle on the rougher acres. Hopf ’s 
farming operation incorporates new technologies 
such as GPS based soil testing to create a prescription 
tailor-made for each field alongside tried-and-true 
methods of planting green, cover crops and no-till 
practices. In his 36 years of farming, he has seen many 
challenging weather events and believes that we are 
better able to prevent additional hardships with the 

use of conservation practices.
Hopf said “I have always felt the need to improve 

the world we live in. In farming we rely on our natural 
resources to make a living, so preserving and enhanc-
ing it makes sense.” He has supported the SWCD for 
over 32 years, as a Supervisor 1989-2000 and Associate 
Supervisor 2001-present. His leadership “behind the 
scenes” has helped to build staff efficacy in assisting 
the landowners of Dubois County with implementa-
tion of the no-till drill rental offered at the SWCD. His 
insight has been instrumental over the years in helping 
to establish the Vincennes University Jasper Campus 
(VUJC) Land Stewardship Initiative (LSI) which is 
hosted by the Vincennes University Jasper Campus. The 
LSI is a 40-acre educational farm where you can see the 
conservation practices in action and learn how they can 
be implemented on your property, no matter the size.

When asked what advice he would give to individu-
als wanting to try out a new practice, Hopf said to test 
a small section first, and analyze it to see if it fits into 
your future plans. Take a 10-acre field and divide it in 
half with 5 acres farmed as you have always farmed 
and five acres where you implement the change. See 
what happens before you make the investment. Start 
slow and pick a path to explore. “Surround yourself 
with good people, be passionate about what you do, 
do your own testing, give back to the community” 
says Hopf.

Duane Hopf, championing conservation in Dubois 
County!

Johanneman Presented OFS Forest Steward Award

Consultant forester Doug Brown presents Jim Johanneman with 
the OFS Forest Steward Award at the Dubois SWCD’s 2022 annual 
meeting.

Dubois County contains many acres of highly erodible 
land; steep ground for which the best use is tree cover. 
Improperly managed forest ground reduces forest yield, 
causes soil erosion and impacts local water quality. The 
Dubois County Soil & Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) annually recognizes a forest landowner who 
carries out wise forest stewardship programs on their land.

This year, the SWCD along with sponsor OFS presented 
Jim Johanneman the OFS Forest Steward Award. The 
award was presented by consultant forester Doug Brown 
at the 76th annual SWCD meeting held Tuesday, February 
1st at the Ferdinand Community Center Möbel Room.

The Johanneman’ family has farmed their Ferdinand 
land since 1854 and in 2013 received the Hoosier Home-
stead Sesquicentennial Award. 40-acres of the farm is 
forested, and the remaining fields are in the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) planted with warm season 
grasses.

Johanneman retired from teaching at Forest Park in 
2005 and as he put it “nature was calling him.” Once in 
retirement you would be hard pressed not to find him 
managing the land, a love of which has only increased 
as he spends more time outdoors.

His father instilled in him a love of nature at an early 
age. Johanneman remembers him just standing in the 
woods and looking up at the massive tulip poplar trees, 

taking in the beauty. Johanneman expects that he has 
planted 300-400 trees on the land, many of which are 
tulip poplar. In addition to direct planting, he likes to 
let nature take its course, allowing seeds to take root as 
he removes competing plants.

Over the years Johanneman has done some selective 
harvesting in the woods. To keep vines under control 
he did a Timber Stand Improvement (TSI). In 2021 he 
completed a significant harvest and used a professional 
forester to mark the sale with a thinning and improve-
ment cut, and one area needing a regenerative cut. While 
these practices may not be aesthetically pleasing at first, 
Johanneman knew that they were what was needed and 
looks forward to helping his forest grow. His work and 
desire to do the right thing for his woods are what makes 
him an excellent forest steward.

If you are interested in becoming a better forestland 
owner, Johanneman recommends that you attend a 
workshop to first learn about the ecosystem of your land 
or contact a forester. Find out what needs your attention 
and do a little work at a time. If we take care of our land 
then the land will take care of us.

What’s next for Johanneman? He is looking into put-
ting his land into their classified forest program and 
hopes that his sons will continue on the family tradition 
as forest stewards.
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Building Design
Engineering

Interior Design
Construction Management

www.udassoc.com - (812) 367-2831

• Civil
• Structural

• Electrical
• Mechanical

ARCHITECTURE
ENGINEERING

www.duboiscountytire.com 
2124 N. Newton, Jasper, IN

812-482-2020

www.duboiscountytire.com

Steve & Judy 
 

CAT. D6H DOZER  SCRAPERS 
TRACKHOE 

 

ST. MEINRAD, INDIANA 
357-7608 812-357-7608

LUEKEN ANGUS FARM

BLACK ANGUS BULLS & HEIFERS
9251 E 2100 N
Ferdinand, IN

812-367-2510
1-800-76ANGUS

719 W. 6th Street • In the “Y” Jasper, IN

812-634-1950

“We’ll Give You Lots of Great Reasons to Visit Tom’s”

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
NUMBER ONE WORLDWIDE

APPLIANCE CENTERLAWN & GARDEN

FIREPLACESGRILLS

Lower East Fork 
White River 

watershed news
Pike County Soil and Water Conservation District is pleased to announce 

that another round of implementation dollars has been awarded for the Lower 
East Fork White River!

Critical subwatersheds targeted will be Mud Creek in Pike County, Aikman 
Creek in Daviess County, and Birch Creek in Dubois County.

There is a delay in the start of the grant, due to EPA and IDEM fiscal year 
funding dates, but it is expected that we should have a signed contract to start 
the grant in fall of 2023. Keep watching the Soil and Water districts newslet-
ters and Facebook pages for the official kickoff announcement. A stakeholder 
meeting will be planned once the grant is officially started, and the cost-share 
program guidelines will be determined at that stakeholder meeting.

Until then, if you have any questions about the Lower East Fork White Wa-
tershed, you can also reach Julie Loehr at Julia.loehr@in.nacdnet.net.

Resource Specialist Melissa Ruschau presents aquatic information to Dubois County FFA Stu-
dents during the regional Envirothon contest.
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Invasive Species Annual Report 2022 - Dubois County
Prepared by Emily Finch

This was year two of the joint 2021-2023 
Clean Water Indiana (CWI) grant between 
the Dubois, Daviess, and Martin County 
Soil & Water Conservation Districts, which 
funds the Invasive Species Specialist position. 
During the year, the project built on 2021 
efforts mapping Poison Hemlock and other 
invasives along county roadways. In Martin 
County, the Invasive Specialist partnered with 
a forester on Crane Naval base to survey their 
roadways, which were left out in 2021, and 
was pleasantly surprised to find NO Poison 
Hemlock on base. While no survey work 
was done in Daviess and Dubois counties in 
2022, the project did use the data collected 
previously to guide education and outreach 
activities across all three counties, particu-
larly on Poison Hemlock and Wild Parsnip 
(a related invasive plant whose sap can cause 
severe skin burns).

The Invasive Specialist started 2022 by 
working with the Dubois County Weed 
Board to develop a comprehensive Poison 
Hemlock outreach campaign. An article on 
Poison hemlock was published in various 
newsletters (Dubois SWCD, Dubois REC, 
and Perry-Spencer Communications), and 
shared with local news media across the three 
counties. A shorter noxious weed alert was 
created highlighting Poison Hemlock and 

Johnson grass, and Dubois County included 
this handout in their spring property tax 
mailings.

The Invasive Specialist also wrote multiple 
public service announcements about Poison 
Hemlock, which the Weed Board worked with 
WBDC to record and air on local radio. Sev-
eral online advertising images were created, 
along with educational displays for events 
and a powerpoint presentation.

Since Wild Parsnip was also prevalent 
during roadside surveys in Daviess and 
Martin counties, the Invasive Specialist cre-
ated an educational display to compare the 
two plants and used it at several spring and 
summer events across the two counties. The 
outreach campaign gained such traction 
that the Invasive Specialist received calls and 
emails from several other counties in Indiana. 
To help other SWCDs in their own outreach, 
the materials created were added to an online 
folder to be shared.

Landowner technical assistance for inva-
sive species also continued in 2022 with a total 
of 41 landowners receiving assistance, 12 of 
which received site visits from the Invasive 
Specialist, and 9 of which received written 
invasive management plans (some additional 
plans are still pending from 2022 site visits). 
About half of that assistance was in Dubois 
County where the Invasive Specialist assisted 

21 landowners, conducted 8 site visits, and 
wrote 5 management plans.

The two Cooperative Invasive Spe-
cies Management Areas (CISMAs) the 
Invasive Species Specialist coordinates 
also had successful education and 
outreach programs in 2022. In Dubois 
County the Invasive Species Awareness 
Coalition (ISAC) finished spending 
funds from a 2021 Dubois REC grant 
project to purchase two new vinyl ban-
ners and host the Landscape Worthy 
Natives event with guest speakers and 
authors Sally and Harmon Weeks. 
This event, which had originally been 
planned for the spring of 2020, was a 
great success with 54 people in atten-
dance. WTJS was even able to record 
the presentation which later aired on 
local TV and is posted on YouTube.

In the summer, ISAC held their first 
event at the Jasper Parklands, a Prairie 
Walk which drew a massive crowd of 
42 attendees. Plans are already being 
made to host this event again in 2023, 
and to explore other options for events 
or trainings focused on the Parklands 
Prairie. In fall, ISAC helped to host 
the third annual Landowner Invasive 
Control Training with Purdue Exten-
sion, and members also participated in 
a fundraising workday with a private 

forestry contractor to raise money for ISAC’s 
2023 activities.

In total, the Invasive Species grant project 
supported 24 events in 2022 across the three 
counties. These events were attended by 
487 people, and reached an estimated 2,746 
more through educational booths at public 
events. CISMA members contributed a total 
of 254 hours of their time volunteering at 
these events, or 438 hours when CISMA 
planning meetings are included. Of these 
events, 11 took place in Dubois County, 
attended by 218 people and reaching an 
estimated 1,196 more.

The year ended with a new outreach project 
that will be carried into 2023, highlighting 
cut-stump herbicide as an effective control 
measure for invasive woody vegetation. A 
3D display was created, along with a new 
handout that will be distributed more in 
the coming year. While 2023 will be the last 
year of this grant funded project, the Dubois 
SWCD is looking into ways that they can 
continue to support the Invasive Species 
Specialist position. In the meantime, we 
encourage anyone that has questions about 
invasive species to contact Emily Finch at 
Emily.Finch@in.nacndet.net, 812-482-1171 
x3. Finch is available to answer landowner 
questions, conduct free site visits, participate 
in events, and give educational presentations 
on a variety of invasive species topics.

Volunteers once again helped remove garlic mustard at Ferdinand State Forest in 
April 2022.

Will Drews was one of two guest experts that led our first ever Prairie Walk at the Jasper Park-
lands in summer 2022.
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Invasive Species Annual Report 2022 - Dubois County LSI report
by Melissa Ruschau

Many different things happened on the 
Land Stewardship Initiative (LSI) farm on 
Vincennes University Jasper Campus (VUJC) 
this year. It started with the planting of a new 
mixture of cover crops in the fall of 2021. The 
five-way mix included Oats, Barley, Crimson 
Clover, Rape and Winter Peas. It was a colorful 
lush mix to plant into in spring 2022. Once 
again, the choice was made to plant green 
(planting into live growing stand of plants) 
into the fall cover crops.

However, this year not all the acres of the 
LSI cropland were planted with corn. The 
LSI Ag Committee noticed that due to global 
demand and lack of supply, fertilizer prices 
had doubled since 2021 and herbicide had 
almost quadrupled in price for 2022. The team 
decided that 2022 would be a good year to 
focus on planting corn in high yielding acres 
where success had been seen in past years and 
amend the lower yielding acres. Field 1 and 
approximately half of Field 2 were planted with 
corn, while the other half of Field 2, Fields 5,6, 
and 7 were instead planted with cover crops.

The cover crops used included a variety 
of different mixes. Sorghum Sudan grass, 
Sunhemp, Peredovic Sunflowers, Buckwheat 
and Pearl Millet were drilled into fields 2 and 
7. Field 5 received a mix that was primarily 
Sunflowers. Field 6 received a similar mix to 

field 7 without Sorghum Sudan but with Cow 
peas added. This cover crop planting had a 
variety of benefits on the lower yielding fields 
including decreasing erosion and allowing 
the roots to mine and capturing nutrients 
from deep within the soil. As an added ben-
efit, as the roots break down they will create 
pores for increased water infiltration and 
will increase organic matter within the soil.

By early fall, Sunhemp was in full con-
tinuous bloom and nine foot tall Sorghum 
dominated the landscape with its height. 
The summer cover crops created quite a bit 
of biomass and in fall a cover crop of Cereal 
Rye was planted in late September.

This “living land lab” created quite a few 
opportunities for dialogue with local land-
owners. Farmers see what is happening and 
growing on the Vincennes University Jasper 
Campus (VUJC), and often stop by the district 
office with their questions. Conversations 
included discussing French Drains, sum-
mer cover crops, nutrient management, and 
inter-seeding cover crops into growing corn, 
all stemming from LSI fields.

Several small groups toured the property 
in 2022. A Girl Scout Troop toured and tested 
soil structure and infiltration this fall as part of 
their ‘Sow What’ Journey (a requirement 
before pursuing their individual Gold 
Award Projects). In addition, a Fall Field 

day was held on the property. NRCS 
and SWCD staff demonstrated hands-
on soil tests, a compared the soil in the 
no-till fields versus the tilled control 
strip, discussed managing cover crop 
biomass, and reviewed the history of 
conservation practices implemented 
on the crop fields.

In 2022, Ruschau saw a doubling of 
numbers of landowners requesting site 
visits for technical assistance and soil 
health assessments compared to the 
2021 numbers. She also had additional 
requests for soil health demonstra-
tions and aquatic presentations for 
local events and classroom sessions.

If you would like to learn more 
about the LSI, request a site visit, 
or classroom presentation - contact 
Melissa Ruschau at 812-482-1171 
ext 3 or email melissa.ruschau@
in.nacdnet.net.

Cover Crops planted in fall of 2021 blooming in the spring of 2022.

c c c c c c c c c c c c c c c c c c c c

NRCS Southwest Indiana Soil 
Scientist Travis Gogel show soil struc-
ture and compaction layers during 
the LSI fall field day.
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SOIL HEALTH ... 
the root of everything

A 25-Year Career, 
By the Numbers

By Judi Brown
9,131. That’s how many days were in the 

past 25 years. That’s how many days since 
Judi Brown began her career with the Du-
bois County Soil and Water Conservation 
District on January 1, 1998. The days are 
quickly dwindling on that career, as she 
retires on January 31st.

As with so many other professions, a 
career in conservation doesn’t mean 5 
“9 to 5” workdays each week. A career in 
conservation is measured by the numbers. 
Numbers of visits to a field or forest. Num-
bers of acres protected. Tons of soil saved. 
Numbers of people impacted. Number of 
grants written and accomplished. Number 
of partnerships forged, and networks built.

42. There have been 42 Supervisors of 
the SWCD since its founding in 1945. 19. 
There have been 19 SWCD Supervisors dur-
ing the past 25 years. Under the leadership 
of Director Judi Brown, the SWCD staff 
and 19 Supervisors have stood upon the 
shoulders of the good staff and Supervisors 
who came before and built the SWCD into 
what it is today.

5. There are 5 full-time employees 
working for the Dubois County SWCD. 25 
years ago, there was 1. Prior to that, there 
was 1 employee, working part-time. The 5 
SWCD Supervisors in 1998 saw the need 
for full-time staff, so they worked with the 
3 County Commissioners and 7 County 
Council members to make that happen. 
Since then, Judi Brown has worked with 
the Supervisors and County Officials to 
increase the staff to 5. During the past 
25 years, the SWCD has had 8 interns, 6 
positions funded by grants, and 8 former 
employees who left the SWCD for other 
positions or retirement. 6 of the former 
interns and employees are still working in 
the conservation field today, after receiving 
their foundation from the Dubois County 
SWCD and Judi Brown.

6. There have been 6 strategic plans 
written for the SWCD since 1998 to help 
achieve the Supervisors’ goals. The plans 
include 14 different resource and opera-
tions concerns, some of which are being 
addressed in the current plan of work. 
Hundreds of methods to achieve the SWCD 
goals have been employed over the past 25 
years. They include utilizing grant funds for 
technical staff and cost share to assist with 
implementation of conservation practices, 
outreach to landowners, including field 

days, tours, workshops, and displays at 
events, and developing and implement-
ing innovative outreach tools to promote 
soil health.

873,876. $873,876.00 put to work in 
Dubois County, due to grant applications 
written and administered by Judi Brown 
since 1998. Several more applications were 
submitted but did not receive funding. The 
grant funds have been and are still utilized 
as cost share for putting conservation prac-
tices to work on the ground, purchasing 
a seeder for landowners to use, matching 
funds for other grant funded projects, and 
purchasing equipment for the staff to use 
to make them more efficient in serving the 
landowners.

1. 1 pandemic to challenge SWCD day-
to-day operations. Everyone remembers 
how it affected their lives; effects that are 
still being seen to this day. Staff members 
had to telework, and the use of the Zoom 
and Teams platforms became common-
place for staff meetings. The technology 
used during the Covid pandemic is still 
in use today even though staff are back 
in their offices. Zoom meetings replace 
in-person meetings to discuss projects 
and initiatives, eliminating the need for 6 
hours of travel time for a 3-hour meeting 
in Indianapolis. Today’s use of computers 
is a far cry from what appeared on a typi-
cal office desk 25 years ago. Typewriters, 
onion skin paper, carbon paper, office 
telephones, adding machines, engineer’s 
rulers, and mechanical pencils were the 
tools of choice. Overhead and slide pro-
jectors and facsimile machines were cut-
ting edge technology for a while, as were 
floppy discs and rewritable CDs…and cell 
phones. 2 SWCD technical staff members 
used walkie talkies to communicate in the 
field, back in the day.

Time spent travelling to meetings. There 
have been meetings. Lots and lots of meet-
ings. There have been project planning 
meetings, SWCD meetings, locally led 
meetings, shop meetings, strategic planning 
sessions, County Council meetings, com-
mittee meetings, brainstorming meetings, 
training sessions, project roll out meetings, 
and on and on since 1998. Networking hap-
pens and partnerships are built at meetings. 
Ideas are born and implemented at meet-
ings. Not all meetings are between 9 and 

(Continued on page 11)
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5, and not all on weekdays. They are vital 
to the success and growth of an Execu-
tive Director’s career, and to the growth 
of the SWCD.

25 years of projects and programs to ac-
complish the goals in the SWCD strategic 
plans takes many shapes and forms.

Judi Brown researched and imple-
mented a Dubois County Soil Judging 
Invitational, the first one taking place in 
2000. 17 Soil Judging contests have taken 
place since then. 1 current SWCD staff 
member recalls attending the contests 
as a high school student. 1 student who 
participated in the SWCD’s Youth Board 
now teaches agriculture in Dubois County 
and she and 2 others who attended the 
soil judging contests as students are local 
ag teachers.

Other programs and events include 
25 SWCD annual meetings, 25 annual 
reports, 24 displays at the local 4-H Fair, 
and presentations for scout troops, 

civic groups, and school classrooms. Judi 
planned and led annual Make a Splash 
with Water days at Precious Blood and 
Southridge Middle Schools.

There have been field days, shop meet-
ings, and informational breakfasts, with 
Judi donning an apron and cooking bis-
cuits and gravy at 1. Water quality educa-
tion takes place at stream clean up events 
and the annual Patoka 2000 Duck Race.

Press releases to the local radio stations 
and newspapers have led to an active 
presence on social media, a webpage, and 
interviews on the local TV station.

More recent initiatives developed 
include the VUJC Land Stewardship 
Initiative, and the implementation of an 
invasive species program, including hiring 
an Invasive Species Specialist. 

Since the pandemic, locally grown 
items and small farms has become a new 
focus for the SWCD and the conservation 
partnership in Indiana.

Luckily, despite many trips to creeks, 
rivers and lakes for water quality 
monitoring and creek sweeps, there 

has been only 1 splash down. This big 
splash followed a slip into a soil pit filled 
with cold, cold rainwater, in 2021. Judi 
and the farm dog who witnessed the 
slip into the pit and then the slippery 
climb out agreed never to discuss it 
with anyone. And 25 years of projects 
rolls by in the blink of an eye.

Mentors. Too many to count over 
25 years. Co-workers and Supervisors 
who became friends. Sadly, funerals for 
some of them. A network of people in 
conservation who guide and advise, 
and some who share lunch and offer 
a shoulder when things get tough. 
Dreams dreamt, and ideas put on paper. 
Some succeed, and some do not. Les-
sons are learned from mistakes made, 
and the program improves. You jump 
out of the soil pit, dust yourself off (or 
dry yourself off…) and the conserva-
tion work continues.

The last numbers. 1-31-2023. A new be-
ginning for the SWCD with a new Director 
to guide continued service to the public, 
and conservation on the land.

(Continued from page 10)

Judi Brown
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Dubois County SWCD Chair Brenda Sermersheim presents Sam and Sandy Neukam with 
the Otto J. Bauer, Conservation Farmer of the Year.

Neukams awarded 
Otto J. Bauer, Conservation 

Farmer of the Year
On February 1, 2022 Sam and Sandy Neu-

kam were presented with the Otto J. Bauer, 
Conservation Farmer of the Year award. This 
award is sponsored by German American 
and Old National Banks and is presented to 
a Dubois County farmer who uses good soil 
and water conservation practices on their 
farm, putting in extra effort to conserve 
natural resources.

The Neukams utilize reduced tillage 
practices to reduce soil runoff and improve 
soil structure on most of their acres. They 
are conservation minded in utilizing NRCS 
programs to help address erosion and nutri-
ent management through grassed waterways 
and waste storage facilities.

NRCS District Conservationist, Em-
ily Kelly nominated the Neukams for this 

award, stating “Sam and Sandy Neukam 
deserve the Conservation Farmer of the Year 
Award for their dedication to implement-
ing diverse conservation practices on their 
farm. Over the years Sam has planted almost 
three thousand acres of cover crops through 
NRCS programs, not including any acres he 
planted on his own. These acres of cover crops 
helped decrease erosion, improve soil health, 
decrease soil compaction, and reduce evapo-
ration on their cropland in Dubois County.”

The Neukams many years of intensive 
farm management methods have reduced 
soil erosion, built soil structure, and helped 
to improve water quality in Dubois County.

Congratulation to the Neukam family, 
Dubois County SWCD’s 2022 Otto J. Bauer, 
Conservation Farmer of the Year.

Two Local Farms Receive River Friendly Farmer Award
The annual River Friendly Farm-

er Award recognizes farmers for 
their implementation of conserva-
tion practices, like no-till and cover 
crops, which ultimately protect wa-
terways and improve water quality 
in Indiana. Indiana’s lakes, rivers, 
streams, and wetlands are valuable 
natural resources.

This year both Daryl Auffart and 
Scott Balsmeyer of Balsy Haven LLC 
were recognized at River Friendly 
Farmerss of Dubois County.

Auffart farms in the Patoka wa-
tershed (Hunley & Indiana Creek) 
where he produces corn, soybean, 
wheat, and alfalfa utilizing no-till, 
cover crops, grid soil sampling and 
variable rate fertilizer applications. 
Soil conservation and improving 
water quality and pollinator habi-
tats are important to Auffart as he 
intends to leave the land better than 
he found it for the next generation. 
Some of the conservation manage-
ment practices he utilizes include 
CRP filter strips, grassed waterways, 
Water and Sediment Control Basins 
(WASCOBs), drainage tile, pipe 
drop structures, rock chutes, and 
surface inlets. He also utilizes a com-

prehensive nutrient management 
plan. Over the years, Auffart and his 
family have been involved in 4-H, 
FFA, Farm Bureau, and are mem-
bers of Christ the King Catholic 
Church. Auffart is a 4th generation 
farmer and enjoys sharing farming 
and conservation strategies with his 
friends and neighbors.

Balsmeyer farms in the Patoka 
and Lower Ohio-Little Pigeon wa-
tershed where he produces corn and 
soybeans utilizing no-till and cover 
crops. He has constructed a large 
number of WASCOBs throughout 
his property as well as drainage tiles, 
rock chutes, surface inlets, CRP field 
borders, filter strips and grassed 
waterways. These practices have 
greatly reduced sediment and nutri-
ent runoff. Balsmeyer encourages 
all landowners to take advantage 
of conservation programs available 
to them.

By keeping soil erosion to a 
minimum, Auffart and Balsmeyer 
are able to keep more nutrients and 
sediment on their land and out of 
the watershed.

Congratulations to the Auffart & 
Balsmeyer families!

River Friendly Farmer Award winner is pictured with Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch, Daryl Auffart and Don 
Villwock, former Indiana Farm Bureau President.
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USDA Rural Development Indiana agricultural 
producers programs update

By Lewis M. Hilburn
USDA RD IN Public Information Officer
United States Department of Agriculture Rural Develop-

ment Indiana State Director, Dr. Terry Goodin, reemphasized 
the ongoing programs designed to help rural Indiana agri-
cultural producers. Programs like Rural Energy for America 
Program, Value Added Producers Grant, and Farm Labor 
Housing Loans are designed to help ag producers to grow.

“These programs give Hoosier agricultural producers the 
funding they need to sustain, grow, reduce their carbon foot-
print and improve their bottom line,” Goodin said.

The Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) provides 
guaranteed loan financing and grant funding to agricultural 
producers and rural small businesses for renewable energy 
systems or to improve energy efficiency. Agricultural produc-
ers may also apply for new energy-efficient equipment and 
new system loans for agricultural production and processing. 
This program is geared toward agricultural producers, with 
at least 50% of their gross income coming from agricultural 
operations.

Funds may be used for renewable energy systems, such as:
• Biomass (biodiesel and ethanol, anaerobic digesters, and 

solid fuels).
• Geothermal for electric generation or direct use
• Hydropower below 30 megawatts
• Hydrogen
• Small and large wind generation
• Small and large solar generation
Funds may also be used for the purchase, installation, and 

construction of energy efficiency improvements, such as:
• High-efficiency heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 

systems (HVAC)
• Insulation
• Lighting
• Cooling or refrigeration units
• Doors and windows
• Electric, solar, or gravity pumps for sprinkler pivots
• Switching from diesel to electric irrigation motor
• Replacement of energy-inefficient equipment
Agricultural producers may also use guaranteed loan 

funds to install energy-efficient equipment and systems for 
agricultural production or processing. The deadline for ap-
plications is March 31, 2023.

Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program helps ag-
ricultural producers enter value-added activities to generate 
new products, create and expand marketing opportunities, 
and increase producer income.

Agricultural producers may receive priority if they are:
• Beginning farmer or rancher
• Socially-disadvantaged farmer or rancher
• Small or medium-sized farm
• A ranch structured as a family farm
• Farmer or rancher cooperative
• Proposing a mid-tier value chain
Grants are awarded through a national competition. Each 

fiscal year, applications are requested through a notice pub-
lished in the Federal Register and an announcement posted 
on Grants.gov.

(Continued on page 14)
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VAPG is part of the Local Agriculture Market Program 
(LAMP), an umbrella program created under the 2018 
Farm Bill. Producers can find other grant funding oppor-
tunities on the LAMP web page. The application window is 
closed but is expected to open sometime early in calendar 
year 2023. Once the application opens, applicants have 90 
days to submit it.

On-Farm Labor Housing Loans provide affordable 
financing to develop or rehabilitate affordable rental hous-
ing for very low-income domestic, migrant, and seasonal 
farm laborers. This program provides low-interest loans 
to eligible borrowers to develop or rehabilitate affordable 
rental housing for very low-income domestic, migrant, and 
seasonal farm laborers. Borrowers must not otherwise be 
able to get commercial credit. Eligible applicants include:

• Family Farm Corporations
• Individuals
• Partnerships
• Eligible tenants are as follows:
Domestic farm laborers, individuals who earn a substan-

tial portion of their income from farm 
labor, retired farm laborers, or disabled 
farm laborers. The families of eligible 
tenants also are eligible.

Occupants must be U.S. citizens, 
permanent residents, or those legally 
admitted to this country and authorized 
to perform work in agriculture.

Funding availability is on a first-come, first-served basis 
or until the funds are depleted. Therefore, this program’s 
application window is open with no closing date.

Rural Development provides loans and grants to 
help expand economic opportunities, create jobs, and 
improve the quality of life for millions of Americans 
in rural areas. This assistance supports infrastructure 
improvements; business development; housing; com-
munity facilities such as schools, public safety, and 
health care; and high-speed internet access in rural, 
Tribal, and high-poverty areas. For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.rd.usda.gov/in. If you’d like to 
subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit 
our GovDelivery subscriber page.

USDA Rural Development Indiana 
agricultural producers programs update

(Continued from page 13)

Local Girl Scout, 
Isabel Schwenk, ham-
mering in a water 
infiltration ring.
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Everyone plays a role in conserving and pre-
serving our natural resources. The Dubois 
County Soil and Water Conservation District 
promotes the vital benefits of protecting and 
preserving all natural resources.
Soil and Water Conservation District works 
to reduce soil erosion and promote clean wa-
ter while providing technical, financial, and 
informational assistance to conserve natural 
resources for future generations. By educating 
county landowners and farmers on proper 
soil and water management, Soil and Water 
Conservation District is ensuring our natural 
resources are preserved.
Dubois County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District Endowment was established to 
support the mission of this organization. The 
endowment helps fund the organization each 
year, assuring the work they do today can 
continue for generations to come.
Whether a small gift or an estate gift, all con-
tributions made to the Dubois County Soil 
and Water Conservation District Endowment 
support the long term sustainability of this 
important mission.

Name: ____________________
Address: ___________________
Phone: ____________________
Email: ____________________
$ ______ Total tax deductible gift

Dubois County Soil 
and Water

Conservation District 
Endowment

Dubois County Soil and Water
Conservation District Endowment

Attn: Dubois County Community Foundation
P.O. Box 269 Jasper, IN 47547

P: 812.482.5295

Dubois County Soil and Water
Conservation District Endowment
DUBOIS COUNTY
Community Foundation

I’d like to learn more
about including this

endowment in my
estate plans.

r

2023 Annual Meeting
Guest Speaker Kent Yeager

This year’s Dubois SWCD Annual 
Meeting will take place on Tuesday, 
February 14th at the Thyen Clark 
Cultural Center in Jasper with guest 
speaker Kent Yeager, President of the 
Indiana Barn Foundation.

Yeager is a native of Harrison Coun-
ty, Indiana. He lives on the same farm 
where he was raised and his family has 
resided since 1873. Early in his life, 
Yeager was a farmer who volunteered 
in many agricultural organizations 
throughout his community.

In 1983, Yeager was named Indiana’s 
Conservation Farmer of the Year, 
an award which recognizes Hoosier 
farmers who actively incorporate and 
practice conservation on the land.

In 1990, he became a field represen-
tative for Indiana Farm Bureau for the 
area that included Dubois County. He 
left Farm Bureau in 1993 to serve as 
the USDA Farm Service Agency State 
Executive Director, before returning 
to Farm Bureau as director of govern-
ment relations in 1996. He retired from 
Indiana Farm Bureau in 2013, after 
serving as the director of government 

relations for 17 years.
In his various jobs, Yeager traveled 

extensively across rural Indiana. One 
thing that caught his attention was the 
alarming rate of decline in the number 
of Indiana’s historic barns. In 2013, he 
became a founding board member 
of the of the Indiana Barn Founda-
tion and has been the organization’s 
president since 2019.

The Indiana Barn Foundation was 
established to unite those who value 
the legacy of Hoosier farmers who 
have worked against the odds, often 
single handedly and with no financial 
incentive, to maintain and preserve 
these landmarks. They see Indiana’s 
historic barns as being an asset to 
Indiana’s larger cultural heritage; an 
asset worth preserving by assisting 
our farmers who struggle to maintain 
them. Their mission is to “Support 
the preservation of historic Indiana 
barns.”

Join us in welcoming Kent Yeager 
to the Dubois County Soil & Water 
Conservation District’s annual meet-
ing on Tuesday, February 14, 2023.

Kent Yeager

In January 2022 SWCD staff celebrate with award winners Duane Hopf, IASWCD Friend of Conservation Award Winner, and 
Alan Smock NRCS Earth Team Volunteer at the IASWCD annual conference held in Indianapolis.
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You are invited to the

ANNUAL SWCD MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Doors Open at 6 PM • Dinner and Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM

Jasper Community Arts Atrium
100 3rd Avenue, Jasper, IN 47546

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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