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Jessica Condra began her career as the
Administrative Assistant for the Dubois
County Soil & Water Conservation District
in February 2021. She has brought more
than 20 years of administrative, analytic
and financial experience to the SWCD.
As the administrative assistant, Condra
reconciles financial reports, assists producers with equipment rental and ensures
that files are up to date. She processes correspondence and ensures that inquiries
are handled accordingly. If she doesn’t
know the answer she will get you to the
person that does. Condra maintains the
SWCD website, prepares quarterly newsletters and assists with creating educational displays for local events. In addition to
her duties with the SWCD, she also assists
the NRCS District Conservationist with
administrative functions in the office.
Condra graduated with a Bachelor’s of Art
in History from Indiana University in
2005. She grew up on a 30 acre farm in
Paoli and currently lives in St Anthony
with her partner and two children. Condra
completed the Master Gardener course
through Purdue University in 2021. In her
spare time she enjoys sewing, knitting,
reading and hiking.

Emily Finch has served as the Invasive
Species Specialist for the Dubois, Daviess,
and Martin County Soil and Water Conservation Districts though funding from a
Clean Water Indiana Grant since February
2019. Her main office is in Jasper, but she
works throughout the three counties
providing invasive species education/
outreach and technical assistance to landowners. She coordinates two local invasive species partnerships, the Invasive
Species Awareness Coalition of Dubois
County, and the Daviess-Martin CISMA
(Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area), and also sits on the board of
the Midwest Invasive Plant Network.
Finch is a recent Indiana resident, moving
here in 2016 from Wisconsin, where she
received a Bachelor’s of Science in Environmental Science from Northland College. She lives near Patoka Lake with her
husband Brian and their two dogs, Copper
and Scout. When not at work, Emily enjoys baking, gardening, and taking long
walks with the dogs.
While invasive species can feel overwhelming, Finch remains optimistic, and
encourages landowners to plan and prioritize when it comes to invasive control.
“Tackling everything at once usually isn’t
an option, but whatever your resources,
there is always something that landowners
can do when it comes to addressing invasive plants.”

Meet Your Dubois
County SWCD
Dubois County Soil & Water
Conservation District
It is the mission of the Dubois County Soil
& Water Conservation District (SWCD) to
promote to all citizens, both agricultural
and non-agricultural, the vital benefits of
protecting and preserving all natural
resources.
We are a member of the Indiana Conservation Partnership and operate out of the
USDA Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) office in Jasper, Indiana.
We partner with local, state and federal
government agencies to provide cost
share and technical assistance for conservation practices.

1486 Executive Blvd, Suite A
Jasper, IN 47546
812-482-1171 Ext 3
Duboisswcd.org
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Judi Brown has been director of the Dubois County Soil and Water Conservation
District since January, 1998. Under
Brown’s leadership, the SWCD has expanded from one full time staff position to
four, through partnerships between the
SWCD Supervisors and County Officials. The SWCD capacity has been augmented via many grants, which resulted in
additional staff members including an Animal Waste Specialist, Upper Patoka Watershed Coordinator, and Invasive Species
Specialist. The grants also provide cost
share funds for landowners to apply conservation practices on their land. As Director, Brown is responsible for all of the
projects and programs of the SWCD.
Brown earned a Bachelor’s of Science in
Forestry from Purdue University, serves
on the Four Rivers and Lincoln Hills forestry committees, plus is a board member
for the Indiana Forest and Woodland
Owner’s Association. Brown and her husband own 90 forested acres in Indiana,
and are proponents of wise forest management. She is a Rotarian, and is active in
her church. She enjoys reading, travelling
to spend time with family and friends, and
working in her yard and home.

Justin Bary has been the Resource Specialist at the Dubois County Soil & Water
Conservation District since January 2017.
He provides technical assistance to landowners in the county, taking into account
their resource concerns while discussing
best management practices. Bary oversees the implementation of grants providing cost share for cover crops and livestock production. He is in charge of completing plan reviews and monitoring construction sites in the county under the
Construction Stormwater general permit.
Through a contribution agreement with
NRCS, Bary completes all CRP reenrolls
and status reviews (site visit and paperwork) and also assist NRCS with various
site visits as well as some survey work.

Melissa Ruschau began as a part time project technician with the district in August
of 2016. She now serves as a resource specialist focusing on soil health. Ruschau
coordinates the operations of the Land
Stewardship Initiative (a 50 acre farm located on Vincennes University Jasper
Campus). She coordinates technical tours,
workshops and programs for individuals
interested in improving soil, water and
other natural resources. Ruschau coordinates much of the demonstration and educational outreach for the district both in
local schools and for local landowners.
Area teachers can request presentations
on a variety of topics and landowners can
request soil testing and on site soil health
evaluations.

Bary graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science in General Agriculture with a concentration in Agronomy Soil Science from
Western Kentucky University in 2016. He
lives in Milltown with his wife and is currently in the process of taking over the
diversified family farm he grew up on.
They raise corn, hay, cattle and various
produce to sell at their roadside farm market. He is a big proponent of cover crop
usage and reduced/no-till systems.

Growing up on the shores of Lake Erie,
Ruschau developed a passion about water
quality issues and is involved with the Indiana State Envirothon.
Ruschau received her Bachelor’s of Arts in
Biology from Wittenberg University. She
is the current President of the Patoka Valley Quilters Guild, a Girl Scout leader and
a band mom. In her free time, she enjoys
quilting, hiking and camping with her
family.

